Echo

the

Features: TU gets to know new

T

student body president
Opinions:
Editor-in-Chief
reflects on major
world events

U N I V E R S I T Y
A Y L O R
SINCE 1915 - VOLUME 92, NO. 28

A&E:
Motor City
electro auteurs
return to the stage

M AY 1 3 , 2 0 0 5

Taylor bids farewell to
its president
BY CRYSTAL POLLOCK
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
As summer draws near,
so
does
Dr.
David
Gyertson’s time serving as
Taylor’s president.
According to a press
release, during Gyertson’s
five-year presidency Taylor finished a $75

million capital campaign that
was the most successful in the
university’s history. He also
oversaw construction of three
new facilities on the Upland
and Fort Wayne campuses,
began a global engagement
plan and performed analysis on
Taylor’s strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats.
Gyertson was also
instrumental in creation
of the
Center for
Teaching Excellence
and helped begin
master facilities
plans for both
campuses.
“I
have
been
really
impressed

with his vision for the university and his global interest,”
MuKappa
sponsor
Judy
Daudt said.
Pastor Randy Gruendyke
echoed this praise.
“I appreciated Dr. Gyertson’s
holistic vision for Taylor, a
Christ-centered learning, living
and serving community,”
he said.
Members of the Taylor community wanted to thank the
Gyertson’s for their accomplishments in serving. Monday
afternoon they were able to do
so as Dr. and Mrs. Nancy
Gyertson greeted guests at a
farewell reception held in the
Dining Commons atrium.
Faculty, staff, students and
board members gathered for
the occasion.
During the
reception’s ceremony, three
members of
the Taylor
community
expressed
t h e i r
appre-

ciation for Gyertson’s work.
English professor Dr. Nancy
Dayton represented Taylor’s
faculty. She thanked Gyertson
for working on essential qualities that make Taylor “Taylor.”
“We wish you all the best,”
she said.
Director of News Services
Jim Garringer represented
Taylor
staff
members.
Garringer said he appreciated
the Gyertsons’ thoughtfulness
and prayers. Garringer recalled
the way the Gyertsons remembered his name and the names
of many other people with
whom they came into contact.
“Dr. Gyertson has been a gracious leader, and that has meant
so much,” Garringer said.
Provost Steve Bedi spoke on
behalf of the administration.
Bedi praised Gyertson for the
high esteem Taylor has
received under his leadership.
“You have moved us to the
next institutional
level,” he said.
Bedi
also
encouraged
Gyertson as he

prepares for the future, saying
students at Regent University
will benefit from Gyertson’s
breadth of knowledge.
Next, Taylor employees presented the Gyertsons with a
gift. As Nancy unwrapped the
box, Gyertson responded to the
community’s comments. He
thanked guests for five wonderful years at Taylor, recalling
the way he and Nancy immediately felt welcome after
arriving. Gyertson quoted
Ephesians 3:20, saying God
promised to do more than he
could ask or imagine when he
began his presidency at Taylor.
“God has answered that
prayer,” he said.
Gyertson also said he has
been asked what he will
remember most about Taylor,
and wanted to repeat a phrase
he used in different situations
through the years.
“The first thing that comes
to mind is the reality that
Taylor is at its best when its
people are needed most,”
he said.
The gift the couple opened

was a lamp with the university’s seal, and the phrase
“Distinguished Presidential
Service 2000-2005” engraved
on it.
Employees attending complemented Gyertson and his
leadership at Taylor.
“His impact has been huge
and pointed us in the
right direction,” said Gary
Friesen, director of academic
technology.
Sophomore Brent Maher
agreed.
“I have always appreciated
the way he follows God’s calling so intensely,” he said.
“We will really miss them,
but understand and want to say
a huge thank you,” said Joyce
Wood, associate vice president
for university relations and
marketing.

“We wish you all the best.”
Dr. Nancy Dayton
“I appreciated Dr. Gyertson’s holistic
vision for Taylor, a Christ-centered
learning, living and serving community.”
Pastor Randy Gruendyke
Photo by Matt Wissman

Vecino’s closes
for a final time
BY BEN GASTRIGHT
CONTRIBUTOR
Today marks the last day of
Vecino’s eight-month ownership of the coffee house in the
Student Union.
Alliance World Coffees, a
coffee distribution company in
Muncie, opened three Vecino’s
shops within the last year to be
more involved in different
communities with the eventual
goal of ministering to the customers. All proceeds were used
to support mission work done
by Christian and Missionary
Alliance churches.
Toward the end of March,
AWC decided to close the
shops in Taylor and downtown
Indianapolis due to the
lack of capital and manpower.
The shop on Cedarville
University’s campus has

been successful and will
remain open.
Taylor graduate Jordan
Kasper managed the business
in the Union since its inception
in September. Kasper’s unpaid
position was part of a
business/ministry internship
with AWC.
“It’s been a good learning
experience in refining my relationship with God and also my
business management skills,”
Kasper said.
From a business standpoint
Vecino’s should have closed
when the decision was made in
late March. Despite the continued loss of money, they chose
to stay open for the remainder
of the school year to
facilitate those who desired
their products.
“Alliance World Coffees
See ‘VECINO’S’ page 2
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Indy Mini draws many TU participants
BY LAUREN MYERS
CONTRIBUTOR
Your heart is pumping.
Adrenaline is rushing through
your veins. Sweat is running
down your back and face. Then
you think to yourself, “I’ve still
got 11 miles to run.”
The Indianapolis MiniMarathon was held last
Saturday, May 7, as part of the
annual 500 Festival. The Indy
500 Festival celebrates the
Indy 500 Mile Race and hopes
to “enhance the quality of life
for citizens of Indiana and
their guests,” according to their
Web site.
People from all over the
world, including many Taylor
students, participated in this
annual race.
Julia Waterman, a junior who
participated for the first time
this year, decided to challenge
herself after having knee surgery last year.
“I really enjoy running
because it has a new feeling to

it,” she said. “Last year I could
only run a mile.”
Also known as a halfmarathon, the race is 13.1
miles long and winds through
downtown Indianapolis. It also
includes a 2.5 mile loop around
the Indy 500 race track in
recognition of the main event
of the festival.
This year 25,031 people finished the race. Wesley Ochoro
from Kenya took first place in
the men’s division with a time
of 1:03:31. Albina Ivanova
from Russia received first
place for the women’s division
with a time of 1:13: 35. The
average time for completing
the race was 2:29:53.
After the race, many Taylor
community members headed
over to Military Park to rest
and recover with friends and
family. Approximately 150
Taylor students, alumni, faculty, staff and parents signed in
with the Taylor tent this year.
Paula Davis, who has
volunteered in Taylor’s recov-

ery tent for the past several
years, enjoyed being able
to help.
“Its fun to pat them on the
back and tell them we are
proud of them for racing,”
Davis said.

One of the highlights for the
runners is the entertainment
provided along the race path.
Many local bands and organizations line the road to provide
See ‘MINI’ page 2

Photo provided by Jenny DeGeyter

Mike Hammond, director of leadership development, and his brother Mark
ran the Indianapolis Mini-Marathon Saturday with over 150 TU participants.

Gyertson gives ‘state of the university’ address
BY CHRISTIANNA LUY
STAFF WRITER
On
Thursday
morning
President David Gyertson,
Provost Steve Bedi, Vice
President for Business and
Finance Ron Sutherland and
Vice President for University
Advancement Harold Hazen
addressed Taylor employees
regarding the state of the
university.
Primary topics of discussion
included: the presidential
search, Taylor’s core mission,
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endowments, future building
and academic plans, financial
status and university advancement.
As Gyertson concluded his
time as president, he and his
colleagues created a comprehensive report outlining the
next 18 months.
As Gyertson stated, this plan
reports, “What has God
allowed us to do? Where are we
at in the point of the history of
the institution? Where are we
going to go from here?”
This report is on reserve in

the library for review by students and employees.
During Gyertson’s time at
Taylor, several changes have
appeared on campus and in
academic programs. Graduate
education was reintroduced in
May 2002. The Ireland study
program was created, other offcampus programs expanded
and the new media major was
recently added to the communication arts department.
New additions to the campus
also include the Dining
Commons’ atrium, the con-

struction of the Kesler Student
Activities Center and the
Modelle Metcalf Visual Arts
Center. A new identification
system was also placed in the
art building to further campus
security. The Odle Gym was
renovated and the Ayers
Alumni Building is approaching completion of its first
phase of changes and is soon
to move into phase two of
the production.
At the forefront of future
building projects is the expansion of Nussbaum Science

Center as well as a $1.3 million
renovation of Wengatz Hall
this summer and Olson Hall
in 2006.
Three homes north of the
Freimuth Administration building and one home south of
Fairlane apartments were also
purchased to alleviate the parking dilemma.
In preparation for the next
18-24 months, the board of
trustees will discuss improving
web functionality, financial
aid packaging, recruiting students and staff and completing

the LTC reviews and recommendations.
Gyertson said the university
infrastructure was reviewed
and is a solid foundation. He
commented that all Taylor
needs now is more funding.
Hazen gave encouraging
words of how many alumni and
businesses are donating to
Taylor. The percentage of
alumni giving is expected to
rise from 42 percent last year to
50 percent this year. This rise
See ‘ADDRESS’ page 2
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Career development moves to Union

found the most difficult elements of her race to be going
around the race track and the
final mile.
“[The track] was monotonous,” Waterman said. “It was
hot, and there weren’t a lot of
people there [to cheer].”
Abby Seward also had difficulty toward the end of her race
when she mistakenly thought
she had only a quarter of a mile
left to run.
“That was a hard moment. I
couldn’t stop running since I
had committed to running the
whole thing.”
Many participants chose to
run the race to challenge both
their bodies and their minds.
The discipline of the training
schedule and actually running
the race provides growth to
both body and spirit.
“There is a lot to learn about
your faith while you run — so
many analogies of our walk of
faith and running in the Mini,”
Seward said.

BY MARY CATHERINE SHAFER
CONTRIBUTOR
In September when Taylor
students stream back to campus
and walk into the Student
Union, they will notice a
change. The career development office, which seeks to
vocationally equip students
through career coaching and
job searching, will occupy the
international student lounge
and meeting room.
“Our dream is to be in there,
settled and providing service
by the first of August,” said
Larry Mealy, director of career
development.
The Union will provide a
bigger, more accessible and
centralized location for the
office, almost tripling its former space. It will also allow for
expansion of services.
Career development will
continue to provide its traditional services to students such
as editing resume and cover letters, assisting with internship

VECINO’S
from page 1
enjoyed the opportunity to
minister to the campus through
Vecino’s,” Kasper said, “but in
retrospect the business end of
Vecino’s wasn’t ready to take
on a challenge.”
Vecino’s has not made a profit since they opened. Other than
special occasions like Parents’
Weekend and Homecoming,
they have lost money every
week. For its last week in existence, Vecino’s featured a
closeout sale on everything and
saw an increase in sales, even
after running out of frappe mix
Tuesday night, eliminating the
popular frozen mochas from
the menu.
The future owners of the cof-
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and job searches, holding mock
interviews, hosting recruiters
and offering opportunities
to participate in job fairs. A
different Web site, more software and new equipment will
also be added.
Due to a gift from a member
of the parent’s cabinet, a specialized database software will
connect students to internships
and employers. Also, Mealy
hopes to give students access to
Career Direct, a personal
assessment software to help
them interpret and apply their
interests, skills and abilities.
The former international student lounge will be equipped
like a classroom for using
much of the new equipment.
The area that was formerly
the meeting room will hold
staff offices and computers
for career-related activities.
Several tables will also provide
space for students to bring
their wireless computers. The
balcony space above will be
fee house space in the Union
are yet to be determined. Ron
Sutherland, vice president for
business and finance, said the
decision should be resolved
this summer. The plan is to
keep the shop small, but
the size ultimately depends on
the business model of the
new vendor.
Kasper’s solution is to either
downsize or enlarge because,
as of now, the shop cannot be
bigger without losing money. A
larger student union would be
ideal to allow the coffee shop
to expand like Indiana
Wesleyan’s McConn.
“A coffee house is vital to a
college campus because it’s a
hub of community and relaxation,” Kasper said. “Because
Taylor doesn’t see the value of a
large coffee house, they have to
keep it small and keep it intimate.”

potentially used for mock
interviews, meetings and similar activities.
“These improvements will
allow [Taylor] to keep pace
with many of our competitor
schools as they have increased
their efforts in career development in recent years,” said Skip
Trudeau, dean of students.
While career development
will experience much growth
and transition in a relatively
short amount of time, the journey leading to the changes
spans more than a year and is
marked by aspects of Mealy’s
personal story as well.
According to Mealy, a directive from President David
Gyertson in the summer of
2003 calling for “significant
priority” to be given to career
counseling and services was
an impetus for change. Around
the same time, former Dean
of Students Walt Campbell
approached Mealy about
having a review of the

office. Representatives from
Butler University, Cedarville
University, the University of
Indianapolis, as well as Taylor
faculty were scheduled to visit
Career Development in the
spring of 2004.
As a result of the audit,
Trudeau initiated a 14-person
career development task force.
One of the group’s goals was to
develop a common vision for
career development.
“... [T]his idea of vocation
came in,” Mealy said, referring
to the first goal. The
motto of “Students vocationally equipped to serve” was
the result.
Associate Director Cathy
Weatherspoon
expressed
enthusiasm about the office's
relocation.
“The most exciting part of
moving is being accessible to
students,” she said.
She hopes to bring more
workshops and programming
to students in the future as well.

ADDRESS

conviction of absolutes and
exclusivity in following Jesus.
With the help of his staff,
Gyertson
leaves
behind
detailed plans to train the
new president and advance the
university.

from page 1
could potentially place Taylor
as one of America’s top schools
for alumni giving in U.S. News
& World Report.
Sixty percent of employees on
the Upland campus are also giving financially in conjunction
with giving their time and energy to students on a daily basis.
Gyertson said within his five
years of service there has been
a significant change in the
value system within the student
body. He said it is time to close
the gap between faith and outward performance.
Teaching students to live
what they believe is central to
Taylor. He also said that more
emphasis needs to be placed in
student programming on the

Congratulations to those
awarded offcampus housing!
Please come see us at
Casa Patricia Apartments
●One & Two bedroom

apartments

●On-site Laundry
●Central Air

●Range

& Refrigerator
furnished

Contact: Corrie Goshert
998-4408

MINI
from page 1

encouragement to the runners.
“The people and entertainment along the race was by
far the best part [of the race],”
said senior Abby Seward, a
first-time participant. “There
was one cheerleading group
that just kept chanting ‘run
faster, run faster.’ That gave me
a good laugh, even though I am
sure they were serious.”
Another highlight for participants is the large crowd. Many
new participants have never
experienced such a huge group
effort before and the experience can be both invigorating
and overwhelming.
“I’ve never been in that kind
of environment before, with
so many people cheering,”
Reeve said.
Of course, there are challenges as well. Waterman

G.E.M.

GOING THE EXTRA MILE

Taylor University Associate
Professor of Biology Dr. Jan
Reber has been named the GEM
Award (Going the Extra Mile)
winner for the month of April
by the Taylor Staff Advisory
Committee.
Reber, a Taylor alumna, first
joined the Taylor faculty in
August of 1994. The student who
nominated her cited her assistance with class work and advising, adding “[she is] a true friend
to me and probably the only reason I stayed in Biology.”
Students, faculty, staff and administration can nominate any
Taylor faculty or staff member for the GEM Award by writing
the person's name and the reason for the nomination on a slip of
paper and dropping it into one of the campus drop boxes located
in the Zondervan Library, the Freimuth Administration
Building, Rediger Chapel/Auditorium and at the Buildings &
Grounds Department. Nominations can also be e-mailed to Jim
Garringer or Laura Hutson.
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Meet the student body president
Matt Mancinelli’s whole life has prepared him for ministry. In the fall, he will
step up as student body president, leading Taylor students in the Lord’s work.
BY CRYSTAL POLLOCK
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
When future student body
president Matt Mancinelli was
growing up, he did not dream
of becoming president.
Mancinelli grew up in Detroit
with his parents and younger
sister. He attended a public elementary and middle school.
During his youngest years, his
Roman Catholic parents were
not very involved in the church.
They heard the gospel for the
first time at a Vacation Bible
School's closing service.
Mancinelli and his sister had
attended the non-denominational church's Bible school
through the week. The pastor
shared the gospel with the congregation on the final night.
"My parents realized 'hey,
here's what we're missing out
on,'" Mancinelli said.
During Mancinelli's middle
school years, his family became
more involved in church and he
attended a Catholic Jesuit high
school. In ninth grade, he
became a Christian.
"At a high school retreat I
saw the gospel I learned lived
out," he said. "It was great
meeting kids my age who had
real faith."
Mancinelli's high school was
much more racially diverse
than Taylor, and students had to
dress up, wearing ties each day.
As Mancinelli learned more
about Christianity, he became
more involved during high
school. He led a small group
after his freshman year and
would sometimes speak for
youth group or help arrange mission trips to places like Mexico.
"I learned a lot about ministry
but not really about knowing
God," he said about his high

Photo by Alisse Goldsmith

Student Body President elect Matt Mancinelli, plays in the championship intramural frisbee game.
Mancinelli, who was elected in early May, is hoping to see Taylor’s campus become a place where
students long to know God. He is also planning to challenge the community to raise money for AIDS.

school experience.
Before arriving at Taylor,
Mancinelli traveled through
California for six weeks over
the summer, wanting to have
better fellowship with God. He
only visited two colleges before
deciding to attend Taylor.
"They were both schools that
I knew nothing about, but I had
a friend going to visit [them],"
he said.
He chose Taylor because it
was closer to home than Biola
University in California.
Mancinelli wanted to attend
a Christian college because he
planned to be a Christian
Education major. Since then,
however, he chose to major in
Bible, but is still thankful he

attended a Christian college.
In the last few years he has
led prayer groups on campus,
served through community
life and is currently a PA on
the Brotherhood.
"I like [being a PA] a lot,"
he said.
Between Mancinelli's freshman and sophomore years at
Taylor he took a year to travel
with
missionary
George
Verwer. Verwer founded and
directed Operation Mobilization,
a ministry of evangelism, discipleship training and church
planting. Mancinelli served as a
"go-for" to help Verwer when he
traveled and spoke in churches.
Mancinelli met Verwer after
the minister spoke in chapel

during a World Opportunities
Week. He was impressed by
Verwer's honesty.
"He said his organization
shared the gospel with one billion people and was also open
about his struggles," Mancinelli
said. "It was the first time I
had felt encouraged in almost
a year."
Mancinelli had never considered mission work before, but
felt compelled to ask this man
if he could work and learn from
him. Later, Mancinelli learned
that each year Verwer mentored
a different person who traveled
with him. The position was still
open, so Mancinelli traveled
with Verwer around Canada,
the United States, England and

other parts of Europe for the
next 13 months.
"George is an amazing guy,"
Mancinelli said.
Verwer continually contacted people through email and
letters, and the emphasis on
personal contact rubbed off
onto Mancinelli.
Mancinelli had also never
given a book away before the
year abroad. Now, at Taylor, he
has sold and given away many
books because of his connections with book warehouses
and publishers he met during
his time with Verwer.
Two books Mancinelli recommends to others are The
Treasure Principle by Randy
Alcorn and Challenge of
Missions by Rev. A.B. Simpson.
"These turned my life
around," Mancinelli said.
The two books complement
his vision for the student body.
One goal he shared with the
community is raising $1 million to assist AIDS research
and recovery.
"I feel like Taylor could step
up and do that," he said.
Mancinelli would also like to
see students go places for missions and "do what the church
is meant to do."
He wants Taylor to be a place
where students long to know
God and their hearts burn for
the things for which his heart
burns.
Mancinelli would love to see
people go to, give money to and
pray for places with little food,
clean water and access to the
gospel and also share the
gospel in these areas.
"Two thousand people could
shake things up all around
Marion, Muncie and Grant
County," he said.
Mancinelli is looking forward

to seeing students respond to
the AIDS challenge and
other projects.
He decided to run for student
body president late in this
spring's race, and looked at the
opportunity as a platform for
ministry and helping relationships grow.
In order to run for S.B.P., all
presidential candidates need 10
percent of the student body to
approve them by signing a
sheet of paper. Mancinelli made
the final decision to run on the
day the paper was due. During
a pancake dinner in Samuel
Morris Hall, the men attending
signed the sheet, giving him
enough support to continue
the race.
Next, Mancinelli placed personalized posters for each wing
around campus and participated
in the presidential candidate
debates. He said the debates
were fun, but he hated campaigning. He was declared the
next student body president in
early May.
One challenge he admitted
will be remaining satisfied with
staying in the United States.
"I kind of get antsy sometimes," he said, smiling.
After his leadership at Taylor,
Mancinelli does not plan to
rush to the White House. He
would rather serve in ministry
after graduation. He has already
turned down opportunities
offered to him by people he met
while traveling with Verwer.
Mancinelli plans to travel for at
least a year after graduation. He
would like to drive through
northwest Africa and also go to
Lebanon, Syria and India.
"I want to be part of what
God is dong around the world,"
he said. "But now I'm glad to be
part of a place like Taylor."

Wilkins
Four years later, senior
learns from teaching math finds her home at Taylor

BY ELIZABETH DIFFIN
FEATURES EDITOR

If you're on the lookout for a
challenging career, consider
teaching high school math. For
Taylor alumnus Andy Wilkins,
being a math teacher has taught
him many lessons about life
and faith.
Wilkins, a 2004 graduate of
Taylor, teaches math at Jay
County High School. He and
his wife, Vanessa, still live in
Upland while Vanessa finishes
at Taylor. Although he student-taught in Muncie, finding a job in the area proved to

be a challenge.
"It took a lot of patience,"
Wilkins said. "They don't want
to interview when you want
them to."
Eventually, he was offered a
job teaching Pre-Algebra and
Algebra I at the high school
level.
"Even though it's stressful,
there are new challenges to
meet every day," he said.
"You have to keep a positive
attitude even when little failures arrive."
Wilkins hopes that through his
classes, he will be able to change
students' minds about math.
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"That's one of the things I
think about most," he said. "I
can teach certain things, but I
can't motivate [students] to
want to do it."
Wilkins also struggles with
asserting his authority in the
classroom, since he is only a
few years older than the students he is teaching. He finds
that he has to be harsher toward
the students than he would be if
he were older.
However, Wilkins feels that
his education at Taylor prepared him well for life after
Taylor. He was encouraged to
consider tough questions,
especially ones that related to
his faith. Now that he is away
from Taylor, his faith continues to grow.
"Some weeks and days seem
to be better," he said. "I want to
surround myself with people
who can encourage my faith."
Although he is not able to
share his faith in the classroom
unless he is asked, he believes
he is fulfilling his calling. In
fact, one of his students identified him as one of the teachers
she could tell was a Christian.
"It's bigger than just teaching
math,” he said.
Living in Upland as a Taylor
graduate has been another
interesting experience for
Wilkins. He drives by the campus every day on the way to
work, but doesn't get many
chances to interact with students.
"It is…different to be so close
to the community I used to be
so much a part of," Wilkins
said. "I certainly miss it. You
don't know what you have until
you don't have it anymore."
At this point, Wilkins and his
wife are planning to move to
Indianapolis after graduation.
They are both in the process of
looking for jobs, but don't have
any definitive offers yet.
"We know that God wants us
to go there," Wilkins said.
"We have to be patient with
his timing."
In fact, patience is one of the
major lessons Wilkins has
learned through his experiences of the past year. He
advises current students to trust
in God's control and believe
that he will give you the desires
of your heart.
"Patience is one of the hardest things to do," he said. "But
it certainly pays off."

BY ELIZABETH DIFFIN
FEATURES EDITOR
have never really understood
the concept of
Homecoming. Maybe that is
because my high school did not
have Homecoming, so it
remained one of the vague
dances they had on Saved by
the Bell.
To me, school and home
were always drastically separate. I got up in the morning,
drove to school, and then
came home at the end of the
day. The idea of home being
a place where I took tests
didn't really make sense.
When I came to Taylor as a
freshman, my home was clearly
the house where my parents
lived in suburban Philadelphia.
I never expected that to change.
And I certainly didn’t expect to
feel at home in a small town
like Upland.
But, with graduation in a
week, my entire concept of
home has come into question. I
am moving back "home," but I
know that I will miss this campus where I spent four years of
memories. Suddenly, it is more
than obvious that Taylor
University has become my
home. Why is that?
My freshman year, juniors
and seniors took me under
their wings and helped me
become the person I am today.
Now, as a senior myself, I no
longer have anyone older here
to influence me. But still,
those who surround me have
had such an impact.
There are the freshmen, who
remind me that I'm still young
and shouldn't take myself so
seriously. The sophomores,
who have stepped up spiritually
and been willing to ask the hard
questions. The juniors, who
take on leadership fearlessly
and still find the time to be my
friends. And the seniors, who
understand what it's like to be
terrified/excited/overwhelmed/
lazy simultaneously and help
keep me sane.
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Then there are others: Chorale
members, who know that I
don't always hit the right notes,
but don't seem to mind too
much. People in my classes,
who understand why it's so
hard to keep my eyes open. My
friends from Literary London,
who share memories of being
lost in a foreign country. The
Echo staff, who listen to my
random tirades and are never
afraid to tell me when I have a
really bad idea. And the say-hion-the-sidewalk friends, whose
smiles always make my day.
And there's my roommate. I
could honestly spend this entire
column talking about what an
amazing woman she is. But I
will say this: When I came to
Taylor, I wanted nothing more
than a best friend. Jennie
Nicodem is that best friend. She
understands my irrational fear
of all things Star Trek and my
admiration for the littlerespected Ashlee Simpson. She
also has the most compassionate heart I have ever known and
is the only person who has
actually cried with me when it
seemed like my world was
falling to pieces. It's hard to
know what I'll do without her.
I never really expected to
have any sort of relationship
with my professors, and definitely nothing that resembled
friendship. But here at Taylor,
the faculty and staff have been
amazing. They give me endless
help with the [thus far unsuccessful] job search; they ask
about my family; they encourage
me. After my grandmother died,
I even received a sympathy card
from one of my professors.
Administrators and other faculty members know my name
and seem to care how I am
doing. Having so many respected adults take an interest in me
is humbling and exciting.
There are so many things that
make Taylor University special:
the sun setting over the lake,
the greasy smell emanating
from the DC when it's appetizer bar, late-night runs to Handy
Andy for a caffeine fix, the Bell

Tower chiming frantically
when I'm late for chapel. I will
miss all of those things when I
graduate, but they are not what
make Taylor University home.
The people do.
On the Features page this
year, we have attempted to tell
the story of the individuals who
make up Taylor. All of you have
stories; unfortunately, we could
only print a few. But, I know
that your story makes a difference to someone. Your story is
part of what makes Taylor
home to someone else.
Here at Taylor, you have contributed to someone's life.
Maybe it's someone on your
wing or an underclassman you
have mentored. It could be a
teammate on the intramural
field or a classmate who pushes
you to do your best. Maybe it is
someone with whom you have
ministered. It might even be
someone you don't know that
well, but was impacted by you
in deep ways. You may never
know the difference you made
to someone else, but I am certain it is there.
At this point, my plans for the
future are pretty uncertain. But
there is one thing that I know
for sure: I'll be back. I know
that you can never truly leave a
place that is your home.
Thank you each for making
Taylor University the place that
I love and will miss when graduation day has come and gone.
In four years, it has — slowly,
but surely — become my home.

“I know that your story makes a difference to someone. Your story
is part of what makes Taylor home to someone else.”
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“It's amazing that the amount of news that happens in the world every day always just exactly fits the newspaper.”
-Jerry Seinfeld-

The world from freshman to senior
BY ANDERS HELQUIST
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
n a final column, seniors
normally reminisce about
their four years here, reflect
on the way Taylor has
changed in that time, how
they have changed as an individual, discuss what they would
have done differently, stir up some
final gripe with administration,
or talk about their hopes of
leaving a legacy with The Echo.
This column will be different.
My primary major is history
and I therefore instinctively
desire to reflect on some of the
events and developments that
have occurred since the majority
of graduating seniors enrolled

I

in the fall of 2001.
Even if you are not graduating, pause, consider, then
engage in dialogue about these
events and the influence they
have had, and what it could
mean for humanity’s future.
September 11, 2001
This is the event that shifted
the focus and policies of the
United States in one fell
swoop. Domestic and foreign
policies have changed since
that day. One month earlier,
President Bush had unveiled
his middle-of-the-road plan for
stem cell research. When the
terrorists struck, bioethics went
to the backburner.
The Patriot Act has allowed
for increased surveillance and
policing powers of the general
public. Cameras in public
places are becoming more
commonplace (Chicago). Where
are privacy rights headed?
Meanwhile, the United
States sends its troops into
Arab lands to wage a “crusade”
against terrorism. What is the

backlash of that?
Invasion of Iraq
One cannot predict the longterm effects of the invasion.
Will democracy hold? Only time
will tell if the roots of freedom
will sprout into a fruitful, beneficial government, or if the
insurgency coupled with public
opinion will cause politicians to
remove Americans from the battle.
2004 Elections
With the re-election of
President Bush in 2004, along
with an increased majority in
the House and Senate, the
Republicans remain in control.
This will continue to shape policy for the considerable future
along conservative lines.
Additionally, it is quite likely that Supreme Court Justice
William Rehnquist will retire
during President Bush’s term.
Bush will replace Rehnquist
with a new justice. This justice,
in turn, will have a lifetime
appointment to the bench that
will affect future interpretations of law.

Death of the Pope
The death of Pope John Paul
II earlier this spring ushered in
a new age for the Roman
Catholic Church. Yes, newlyelected Pope Benedict XVI is a
conservative who desires to
uphold the Church’s traditions.
He is also 78; not a spry age for
an enforcer of church doctrine.
It will be interesting to see
how quickly before El Papa’s
position is up for grabs again,
and if the Church will sacrifice
its traditions in order to regain
authority in Europe and continue its growth in South America
and Asia.
Technology Boom
There have been so many
technologies that have become
commonplace during the last four
years. Business and technology
are tied together and the world
is smaller than it has ever
been. We are more connected
with people halfway around the
world, and that is a good thing
for Taylor grads that will spread
out to all parts of the globe.

Trust God, enjoy college
BY EMILY KIEFER
OPINIONS EDITOR

Goodbye
Vecino’s
rinking one’s last drip
brew from one’s
favorite coffee venue
while it closes down
before one’s very eyes puts a
person in a contemplative mood.
One begins to take coffee venues for granted after a while.
Their faithful service becomes
expected; it is calculated into
the day’s plans; it is used to
atone for inadequate sleep. One
is shocked at the idea, dropping
suddenly on the semi-lucid college student’s awareness, of not
being able to get one-dollar
espresso at the commencement
of every long project and paper.
It is startling.
The now-closed Vecino’s
entered my world just when I
was most ready to become a
regular coffee drinker. There
was something wildly pleasant
about the exhaustion of my
first years of college; four-hour
nights gave me a sense of independence and working hard. As
a senior, weariness lost its
appeal. I wanted either lots of
sleep or lots of caffeine.
The former doesn’t happen
very often, but the latter
became wonderfully available
to me fall semester.
In September The Echo covered the Jumping Bean’s transformation into Vecino’s. I was
near panic at the time, terrified
lest the new baristas should
somehow mangle the only drink
I ever ordered from our old
Jumping Bean: the white mocha.
Manager Jordan Kaspar promised “the same great taste,” plus
a more “welcoming atmosphere.”
Jordan Kaspar, you delivered.
The white mocha was just as
foamy. After two sips the iced
latte sent messages of happiness
to my brain. Those chewy tapioca
pearls in the bubble tea never
failed to fascinate my tastebuds.
The closing of Vecino’s marks
the first step in my goodbye
process to Taylor. The closing
of this column will be another
step, as I write for the last time
as the Echo opinions editor.
This weekend I’ll take down
the pictures and rearrange the
furniture and pack up the clothes,
and next Saturday I’ll graduate.
How does one sum up a
year? How does one look back
and remember all the important
things? How does one make
the most out of every moment
of standing and drinking a last
drip brew and watching part of
one’s life pack up and leave?
The only answer I have is to
write it here: I loved the bubble
tea and the white mochas. I
loved the art hanging on the
walls and the friendliness of
the employees and the chalkboard with specials on it.
I loved my college years
at Taylor.

D
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ife is funny. It takes
you in odd directions
and then you look back
wondering how you
got there. In my four years at
Taylor, I have been twisted,
turned and put back on the right
course without the slightest
knowledge of where I’ve been.
I came into Taylor without
any idea of what I should do. I
somehow landed myself in
computer science (wouldn’t
recommend it for someone
just “trying something out”).
While the major provided
many guarantees, the thought
of working with a computer
everyday for the rest of my life
did not sound appealing.
So journalism was my next
best bet (once again, not a good
recommendation for someone
who saw more red than black
on her high school English
papers). But I stuck with it. I
excelled as a journalist, found
an internship at the second
largest newspaper in Fort
Wayne, obtained an editor
position at The Echo and
recently acquired a reporting
position at a newspaper starting
after graduation.
Now this may make it seem
like I have it all together and
that my four years at Taylor
have guided me down an easy
path to an easy life — but that’s
not true.
Coming to Taylor required a

L

was doing the right thing or
not? Well, I’ll let you know. Until
then, I’m on this path until he
guides me someplace different.
But as I face the imminent
arrival of graduation and my
loan bills, I find myself asking,
“Was it worth it?” And you
know what, it was.
College is a four-year way of
BY ASHLEY SMITH
living that you will never expeNEWS EDITOR
rience again. You’ll make the
huge leap of faith for me. I did closet friends of your lifetime
not have the money to attend and learn many life lessons like
nor enough financial aid to making sure your alarm is set
support myself. So, along came for a.m. instead of p.m. or that
the loans.
harmless pranks have a tendenAs much as my parents tried, cy to be blown out of proportion.
they couldn’t fund my college
And while Taylor’s not percareer. So each year, I held fect, and I’ve definitely had my
my breath and
complaints about
applied for yet “You’ll learn many the place, it has
another loan that
helped me to
I couldn’t afford. life lessons like
grow and be preThe loans racked making sure your pared for the “real
up, and my faith alarm is set for a.m. world” which will
began to dwinbe knocking at my
dle. “Why, God, instead of p.m.”
door in eight days.
did you bring me
So my advice to
into a school that I can’t afford those of you who will be here
with a profession that doesn’t next year is to enjoy college
pay enough?”
life. Invest in those around
I learned in Sunday school you who will make a lifelong
that God always gave you an impression on your life. And
answer but sometimes that answer just a reminder, homework
was “wait.” That didn’t really go isn’t everything, but it is
over well with an impatient per- sometimes key to graduating.
son like me. So I went from Finally, take leaps of faith
class to class, year to year won- when needed. It may be what
dering if I was in the right place. God is waiting for to show you
So when did God tell me if I the plans for your life.

That ever-present camera
hotography has been a
big part of my life,
especially for the past
two and a half years.
These past years I have been a
photographer for The Echo. It
seems not too long ago when I
started taking photos. In high
school I wanted to try photography but camera equipment was
too expensive. It was not until
mid-high school that my cousin
got a new camera and gave me
his old camera. From then on I
was engrossed with photography.
When I came to college I
earned the nickname Flash
around my dorm, Gerig. This
by the way is a great place. (If
you have never been to Gerig
you should stop by and visit.)
It wasn’t until spring of my
sophomore year that my cousin
Smitty from Sammy 2 asked
me if I wanted to take photos
for The Echo. Not quite knowing what I was getting into, I
said yes.
I joined The Echo because I
liked taking photos. Being a
computer science major, I didn’t need to join to fulfill a communications credit. Also, I like
the idea of getting to use
expensive digital cameras. It’s
safe to say that I got more from
The Echo than I ever thought.
The friendships I’ve made
with the Echo staff have been
great. The staff has changed
drastically since I started but
we have maintained the same
Echo atmosphere. I got to
know and befriend people outside of my major and dorm.
(Do this. You create some of
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BY MATTHEW WISSMAN
PHOTOGRAPHY & ONLINE
EDITOR
your best friends this way.)
Most of these people I probably wouldn’t have known.
Even though The Echo can
sometimes be stressful (for
example, getting requests for
chapel speakers looking a specific direction), I have stayed on
the staff because of the people.
It is good to take a break from
major classes, especially computer science classes. The Echo
has definitely helped to break
up my activities. (Try taking
classes outside your major for

fun!) It has added to my overall academic experience.
This past year has been the
best year. I was able to hire a
great photo staff and bestow
my wisdom to the next generation of Echo photographers.
I’m sure they will do a great
job next year.
All said and done I’ve
worked on 65 Echos, taking
over 28,000 photos during my
two and a half years on staff.
All of this hard work has made
Thursdays some of the most
stressful and rewarding times
spent at Taylor. They will never
be the same again.

“All said and done
I’ve worked on 65
Echos, taking over
28,000 photos during
my two and a half
years on staff.”

So long, thanks for all the fish
oodbye, we are not senG
iors. Actually, we are two
freshmen and a sophomore on
the Echo staff who will be back
next year. (Get excited, TU!)
This has been a fun year at
The Echo. We have learned a
lot from you, seniors, including
what not to do when writing
our senior paper, the motivation behind writing headlines,
and remembering to always
send Wheaton a copy of our
newspaper.

Thank you all for your dedication and for accepting us
underclassmen so willingly.
You will all be missed.
Whether you’re going to
Canada, Iowa or somewhere in
between, good luck with all
your future plans. Yeah, you
already know all the Bible
verses to go along with that.
By Alisse Goldsmith, Crystal
Pollock and Amy Wood
P.S. We’ll always open the office
door for you (so come visit!)

Letters to the editor

Why did I kiss a chicken?
espite the fact that it might
D
kill the spontaneity of the
thing, I think I’m entitled to
have someone explain all the
Taylor traditions to me. This
thought was inspired by one
loco Cinco de Mayo\National
Day of Prayer\Thursday night
last week.
I was simply walking the loop
and talking on the phone with
my mom (sad, I know), when a
mob of men started invading
my personal space. My efforts
to dodge them by scurrying to
the other side of the street were
in vain. There was no escaping.
Thirty — no fifty — no all of
the Taylor men (I’m pretty
sure) had surrounded me. They
chanted in foreign tongues

until, finally, they spoke three
words I could decipher: “KISS
THE BIRD, KISS THE BIRD!”
In my terror, I initially shook
my head and pleaded, “Don’t
make me do it!” When it
occurred to me that submitting
to peer pressure has not failed
me yet, I gave in. I kissed the golden chicken that was being persuasively shoved into my face.
They all cheered, but I knew
it was not about me. It was only
afterwards that it occurred to
me that I probably cursed
myself with infertility or athlete’s foot or something terrible
like that. For this reason, I plea
with the men of Taylor: tell me
what I’ve done!
By Beth Westra

Gender roles have a source
hirty years ago women
T
exercised the right to fight
for equality in the workplace.
What they didn’t expect was for
their God-given nurturing and
mothering abilities to take a backseat to being in the workforce.
Women came to feel inferior
if they didn’t have a career.
Now, women who were raised
with career mothers feel like
they missed out on having a
mother. The pendulum is
swinging back, especially in
the Christian world, because
young mothers want to give
their children what they didn’t
have: an at-home mother.
So why are women considered inferior if they stay home
with their children instead of
having a career when being a
mother is often a much more
difficult job? Why is having a
career considered a higher calling than motherhood?
A woman working outside the
home is often a choice determined by the standard of living
the parent’s desire, when ultimately it is the children who
suffer. I think it is essential that
a man and woman flex their ability to work as the team God
intended a married couple to be.
However, when children are

born into the family, someone has
to take care of them. Regardless
of what anyone says, a woman
has maternal instincts involving the care of her children and
shouldn’t shrink from the
responsibility God gave her.
A father figure is also essential in the family. Although he
is to work to provide for his
family, the father must also be
around as a role model for the
children and to show leadership. Feminists often mistake
the word leadership for dictatorship — as do many men in
practice. Both the man and the
woman are to submit to the
other, but the man is to be the
leader of the family.
This means each spouse contributes equally to the decisionmaking of the household, but
the man says the word to instigate the decision. “For the husband is the head of the wife as
Christ is the head of the church”
(Eph. 5:22). There is no point
in being in any relationship if it
is not just that: relational.
Men, if you want the woman
to dominate your relationship
and make all the decisions, down
the road she’ll be wondering why
she married such a milquetoast.
By Jonnie Brobst

Media reflects shallow culture
n Monday, I realized exactO
ly how self-centered our
media can be.
I check out cnn.com at least
once every day to keep updated
on the news. I admit that I’m one
of those people who just skims
over the newspaper articles
about the war in Iraq, but when
I visited the Web site on Monday
morning, I was finally slapped
in the face with the saddening
reality of our culture.
Featured on the home page
was the headline “U.S. hits
‘foreign-fighters’ near IraqSyrian border.” Underneath was
a young teenage boy, whose
face was stricken with grief,
hopelessness and anger. The
caption read “A boy mourns
relatives killed near Baghdad.”
I stared at this Web site for a
solid five minutes and felt horrible. Not just because of what
happened to this young boy or
the tragic instances that happen daily in Iraq. I felt sick in

my stomach when I read the
other “major” headlines next
to the boy’s picture: “Report:
Is Jennifer Garner pregnant?”
and “Study: Nation’s traffic
jams worsening.”
Honestly, are these even worth
making national headlines? No
one really cares about Jennifer
Garner’s personal life. And
while a study on traffic jams can
be beneficial for many people,
I don’t think it’s so important
that it needs to be featured next
to major national and international news. Both of these minor
topics deserve sub-feature status, not a major headline.
I ask you, is this the kind of
culture that we’re living in
now? One where we engross
our minds in the lives of
celebrities and other meaningless matters, and don’t even
care anymore that soldiers in
the Middle East are losing their
lives to save ours?
By Mandy Reusser

Racism slashes Taylor’s unity
here is a veiled but evident,
T
looming notion of white
superiority at Taylor. In one of
many instances, my black
friend was whispered into his
ear by a white teammate mockingly, “Would you flip out if I
called you Nigger?” in front of
his parents at a restaurant. There
needs to be a transformation of
values so minorities are not
perceived as aliens or inferior.
Racism is a direct offense
against the image of God and
cannot be tolerated in such
a Christ-centered institution.
Many white people may not
see the racial discrimination
that exists here at Taylor
because they either don’t associate themselves with ethnic
students enough or they overlook the issue as not being
their problem.
This makes me wonder where
the love of God is truly being
practiced across racial divides,
and where the unifying power
of the Holy Spirit is apparent
on this campus. It also makes
me question the authenticity of
the message of God’s love that

is being shared to the world
from this place, when there is
more loving that needs to be
done right here.
Recently, guest speaker Rev.
Soong Chan Rah was invited to
address the issue of racial reconciliation. He said our school
system is based on a narrow,
one-sided, white perspective,
and the demographics of
Christianity are dramatically
changing and will continue to
change into the future. The
center of Christianity may have
been in the U.S. or Western
Europe centuries ago, but today
it is moving towards Africa,
Asia and South America.
For these reasons and more,
Taylor needs to step up if she is
to produce world-engaging
leaders for the future. There is
also a necessity for every person in the Taylor community to
build relationships with those
outside of their ethnicity and
culture. There needs to be a greater
awareness and intentional pursuit for racial reconciliation to
unify the body of Christ.
By Sarah Kim
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“If you want to know all about Andy Warhol, just look at the surface of my paintings and films
and me, and there I am. There's nothing behind it.”
-Andy Warhol-

Motor City electro auteurs Egotistical drivel from a despiser
return to the stage in Chicago
“Whoever despises himself still esteems the despiser within himself”.
-Friedrich Nietzsche

BY DAVE WATSON
A&E COLUMNIST

Whether or not you like their
music, you have to hand it to
Adult. The Detroit-based duo,
comprised of Adam Lee Miller
and Nicola Kuperas, has continually reinvented their music
to reach eccentric boundaries
through the use of twenty-first
century technology.
But music is not the only creative expression that these two
bring. In addition to making
incredibly humorous, synthesized electro-rock, Miller and
Kuperas run their own record
label (Ersatz Audio), create
the album art for each Adult.
record (including Kuperas'
photography featuring pretty
people in ugly situations),
plan their shows/budget and
still find time to tour for each
successive album.
To the ever-so-talented Avril
Lavigne, who was deemed a
creative genius for writing her
own lyrics and music, step
aside. Here comes Adult.
It's hard to identify what initially lured me to Adult.'s
obscure music. Most people
either love it or hate it. Hidden
behind the unique name are
anomalous lyrical declarations
that leave you confused, flustered and feeling like a dispassionate furniture item.
On their recent EP, D.U.M.E.,
Kuperas once again blasts out
mysteriously eerie vocal cries
driven by newly introduced
guitar melodies to compliment
the computer-synthesized, electronically based rhythms.
Being enticed to attend one of
their shows on Saturday, May 7
left me with anything but a
hard decision. My year and a
half anticipation of seeing
Adult. live was alleviated by
the shrieking lyrical notes projected by Kuperas to an eagerly hungry Chicago audience.
The discomposed stare from
Kuperas' frozen body sent
equally uneasy shivers resonating down the spines of those in
attendance as they opened with
"D.U.M.E.," the title track
from their recent EP.
After displaying my ardent
enthusiasm for Adult.'s opener,
I noticed many concert attendees warding off the initial
shock and confusion that one
can't help but experience due to
the sheer anticipatory joy that
had been accumulating for
months. As the concert progressed, Adult. slowly incorporated some of their more popular pieces from previous
albums. "Human Wreck"
echoed Miller's pounding bass
lines and Kuperas complimented the progressive builds with
ear-shattering prose and deathly eye-scanning stares.
From the remains of “Human
Wreck” came the poppy, elec-

BY JOE DARLING
A&E EDITOR
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Nicola Kuperas and Adam Lee Miller of Adult. put on their pressure
suits in Chicago last weekend. It was the first show they’ve played
in Chicago in over a year and a half.

tro-dance single, “Glue Your
Eyelids Together.” While,
musically, the song is primarily
composed of dance-pop beats,
Adult. counteracts this by making the lyrics equally disturbing, lyrics that make real adults
say, "Glue your eyelids together? What in the world is wrong
with you?"
Following Adult.'s retreat to
days of yore came an impressive display of new songs
which will be released in
October on the Chicago label
Thrill Jockey.
Diving further into the sea of
uncharted territory, Adult.
strayed from popular material
to pursue their artistic interests
and abilities. Though it left
them susceptible to failure,
they proved that their strong
determination to innovate
could not be dampened.
When they first started making music in 1997, they put
themselves on the line with
comparably odd musical products. Continuing to do so
leaves their music uncontested
by any cheap imitators.
Carrying a favorable predisposition to Adult.'s new material,
I was not disappointed as
Kuperas and Miller displayed
unreserved complexity with
their high-energy sneers directed at the crowd.
But the concert did not end
there, Kuperas went on to show
everybody why she is considered one of the greatest front
women in music today. Punk
rock-based Kuperas blasted
the lyrics to "Shake Your
Head," while taunting the
crowd with "Nah Nah Nahs."
Her forceful expressions were
unleashed upon the audience

yet she stayed detached and exuberant. These theatrical components led to more new material
followed by a prompt exit from
the stage.
While I was still trying to
locate my heartbeat from the
bass thumping my brain had
been pleasantly subjected to,
the audience stirred, unsatisfied
with the absence of several
favorites. Soon after, Adult.
returned to their positions for
the encore–minus Adam Lee
Miller's raccoon-eyed glasses–
and belted out "Blank-Eyed,
Nose Bleed." Kuperas evilly
glared at the audience and complimented the scary looks with
smirkier grins. "I've been working on increasing my anxiety,/it's
something you can do for free,"
was chanted by friends and foes
alike. Here, the humorous side
of Adult. was displayed and the
heavy synth beats left most people breathless.
Geeky laptop rock, produced
by music genius Adam Lee
Miller, ended the night with the
raw energy of Adult.'s most
popular song, "Pressure Suit."
Kuperas asked the crowd, "Do
you like my handbag?" and
then continued to say, "it's
filled with lots of money."
Kuperas added escalating vocal
effects that shrieked in agony at
the end of each vocal line. She
paraded around the stage and
enbodied the electronic plethora
of noises that seemed to come
from every direction.
For those willing to take a
wild adventure, check out
Adult. and be prepared to put
on your pressure suit. If it suits
you, wear it, love it and enjoy it
with a smile on your face.

The first line of the song
"Before and Again" from the
new album by Akron/Family
goes, "I have to say something
if I wanna sing/but it's not
about the words it's my voice
rising." This simple little lyric
asserts that, as far as music
lyrics go, musicians can generally write whatever they want.
Even if they aren't entirely
coherent thoughts, as long as
the tonal and melodic components are sound, the vocal
aspect can be a success.
This phenomenon made me
curious as to whether the same
feat could be achieved in an
A&E article. You probably
already know by this point that
this is the final issue of The
Echo for this school year and
that it is chock full of senior
reflection filler pieces. It doesn't take a rocket scientist to
determine whether a wellresearched article would be
more or less cost effective than
a personal reflection piece. Not
to discount the heartfelt musings of my co-seniors, but let's
be honest, we're on a fairly
modest stipend that's about to
expire. If we were paid hourly,
maybe it'd be a different story
but, as it is, we have to measure
out our lives with coffee spoons.
Since, by this point, you're at
least vaguely familiar with the
egotistical nature of this article,
I will proceed in a manner similar to that explored in the
lyrics of the aforementioned
Akron/Family tune. I may not
say anything in particular, but I
will strive to make it rise like a
catchy pop melody.
When I first took the helm as
A&E editor, I made a concerted
effort to be conscious of the
typical Taylor student's taste in
popular art (TV, movies, music,
etc.). I constantly searched for
topics that I thought were relevant without deigning to
include the likes of Kinkaidian
pseudo-artists – Dave Matthews,
George Lucas and J.K.
Rowling. None is without sin,
though, and I will gladly take
responsibility for the times I
have erred including a certain
FFH article that I must thank
Anders
for
constantly
reminding me of.
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Spoon
Gimme Fiction(Merge)
Spoon is a band from Austin,
Texas that became modest
underground successes in the
mid-90s, and were nearly one
of the sadder "whatever happened to" stories. To make a
long story short, they did not
pass into hopeless obscurity or
the stuff of cautionary major
label horror stories (though
theirs is certainly instructive).
This, their third record for
Merge records and fifth overall, has the peculiar mix of
can't-miss pop numbers just
skewed enough to be distinctive and repetitive non-radiofriendly tracks that marked last
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year's most unexpected commercial breakthrough – Modest
Mouse's Good News For
People Who Love Bad News.
Now I'm not saying this summer's airwaves will be saturated with the tambourine-shaking
ecstasy of “Sister Jack,” or that
glam-inspired numbers like “I
Summon You” and “The
Infinite Pet” will find their way
onto your little sister's mixtapes
for her seventh grade crushes
(though that might be funny).
The producers of “The O.C.,”
however, know how to sneak
songs by bands like Spoon into
their teen drama, and into the
cerebral cortexes of the show’s
fans (most of whom remain
anonymous out of shame) and
the next stop is the top 40. It
worked for “Float On.”
My vote, however, goes to the
lock-step funk of “I Turn My
Camera On,” in which singer
Britt Daniel coos in an irresistably ragged falsetto. Should
it end up being the most ubiquitous rock song of summer ‘05
and you end up buying the
record just to investigate the
hype, make sure you also take a
peek at their back catalogue.
-Jared Bane-
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Weezer
Make Believe(Interscope)
I'm still unsure whether or not
Weezer's
newest
single,
"Beverly Hills," is a joking
stab at the rich or if Rivers
Cuomo sincerely wrote something this atrocious. Either
way, I never again want to hear
him sing "Take my picture by
the pool, 'cause I'm the next big
thing." I think he actually
meant "next big disappointment." If the single alone doesn't prove a decline in Weezer's
songwriting, the rest of the
album helps out in a big way.
Song structure never deviates
from predictability, each one
being littered with elementary

Interacting with a staff of
unpaid writers that consistently
contributed excellent work to
me was easily the most enjoyable part of the job.
To me, life's chapters are
hardly inherently hierarchal.
Though leaving Taylor is
somewhat sad, it is also thoroughly sufferable as I anticipate what's next. It isn't expected that this will immediately
involve a career. I'm not
through having fun yet and
expect the next four years to be
just as adventurous if not more
so than the last four.
In the immortal words of Troy
Dyer, "the only thing you have
to be by the age of 23 is yourself." I've slowly come to the
conclusion that, cheesy movie
quotes aside, spending an
absurd amount on education
doesn't mean I owe it to myself
to find a respectable well-paying job in my field. It only
means I've made an investment
in myself and a commitment to
never allowing my mind to
stagnate. It's much more principled than it may sound.
That's it. I'll probably miss
Taylor a little bit but "it won't
break my heart to say goodbye." What I will miss is each
of you who I sat with in a
silence pregnant with thought,
awaiting nothing in particular
and simply enjoying each
other's company, the company
of a true friend. I have complete confidence that we'll
cross paths again.
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New music and the unfortunate decline of Weezer

The dilemma I faced was one
which all artists (note: used
loosely) must face at some
point. It is the question of how
they will interact with their
audience. For example, U2
consistently creates music that
is well-attuned to their audience’s wants. This deliberate
effort has allowed them to
remain relevant for over twenty years. Conversely, silent
filmmaker D.W. Griffith
looked inwardly for the messages he wanted to communicate to viewers. It was this
approach that made him one of
the most revolutionary filmmakers of the twentieth century. It is also this same
approach that, later in his
career, doomed him to irrelevancy and maladjustment to
his audience’s expectations.
Luckily, not nearly as much
is at stake for me, the meager
A&E editor that I am. The
point is that I hope you've
enjoyed reading page five of
your The Echo this year. I'm
glad to have had the opportunity to share it with you. I hope
that reading the A&E section
has helped you to make some
decisions regarding whether
the latest film is worth dishing
out the hefty seven bucks or
whether some band's new CD
is worth visiting a respectable
record store to purchase.
For me, I'm glad to have
helped in steering you toward
that piece of art that strikes a
chord with you. But I alone
can't take full credit.

May 2 - 16
Metcalf Gallery & Tyndale Galleria

It's the feel good hit of the
summer, if your idea of feeling
good is getting run over by a Ford
Mustang full of plastered, highfiving, backwards-baseball-capwearing frat boys on their way to
a Good Charlotte concert.
-Joe Ozingarhymes and pathetic clichés
about love and heartbreak. The
saddest part is that Cuomo
wastes his powerful voice on
such unspecific, asinine lyrics.
"We Are All On Drugs" might
possibly be worse than
"Beverly Hills," with its bridled punk sound and idiotic
chorus, the band chanting "We
are all on drugs, never get
enough! We are all on drugs,
give me some of that stuff!"
And, as fate would have it,
even the two decent songs
(The Cars/Police-like "This is
Such a Pity" and the acousticdriven "Peace") are tainted by
Cuomo's generic pen, the latter
featuring way too many
"Whoa-oh-ohs" instead of anything creative.
If it's true this album came
from a pool of hundreds of
songs, I shudder to think about
what was discarded in place of
Make Believe.
-Ben Gastright-
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Damien Jurado
On My Way to Absence
(Secretly Canadian)
For nearly ten years, Damien
Jurado has been the honest storyteller next door, consistently
writing celebrated folk-rock
songs that reflect the truth
behind humanity's sacred joys
and deepest sorrows.
Jurado's sixth full-length
album, On My Way To Absence,
released earlier this year on
Secretly Canadian, succeeds
yet again in displaying Jurado's
knack for storytelling and
musical diversity.
The album opener, "White
Center," presents the familiar
softness of Jurado’s acoustic
plucking and climaxes with a
hopeful trumpet and glocken-

spiel. "Lottery" features the
heartwarming and angelic voice
of Rosie Thomas. Lyrics like
"Now I hear your widow crying/Her weeping I made into
this song" are enough to draw
tears. Jurado proceeds touching
ambience with "Big Decision,"
darkness in "Sucker," and Nick
Drake on "Northbound."
Though Absence’s sound is
prevailingly mellow, Jurado
turns up the tempo and gain
with the big Americana "I Am
The Mountain." He goes on to
explore his vocal range in the
bouncy, tension-building "Icicle."
The aptly titled "Lion Tamer" is
reminiscent of older Pedro The
Lion with its minor key melody
and dangerous storyline.
By far, the greatest achievement on the album is the haunting closer, "A Jealous Heart is a
Lonely Heart," in which sampled
beats, strings and piano combine
to back eerie lines like "I woke
up this morning with death at my
window, singing 'Come out,
come with me. It's friendship that
I seek and conversation.'"
Jurado has noticeably toned
down his music with his last
few releases on Secretly
Canadian, but he still pours
plenty of emotion and talent
into his work to make enjoyable and memorable albums.
-Ben Gastright-
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Patterson to coach USA squad
BY TED BOWERS
SPORTS INFORMATION
Taylor University head basketball coach Paul Patterson
has been selected to serve as a
court coach at the 2005 USA
Basketball Men’s U21 National
Team Trials, USA Basketball
announced today.
The Trials’ court coaching
staff is responsible for conducting drills, coaching scrimmages and working with players who will be vying for spots
on the 2005 USA U21 World
Championship Team. Patterson
will assist the 2005 USA U21
National Team coaching staff,
headed by Saint Joseph’s
University (Pa.) Phil Martelli,
at the July 21-23 Trials, held at
the Dallas Mavericks practice
facility. Martelli’s U21 staff is
rounded out by collegiate head
coaches Dennis Felton of the
University of Georgia and

“It’s really the
James
‘Bruiser’
thrill of my
Flint of Drexel
career,”
said
University (Pa.).
Patterson. “I’ve
The 2005 U21
watched
this
National
Team
happen and seen
Trials will feature
guys have this
approximately 25 of
opportunity
the nation’s top 21over the years
year-old
and
and all the guys
younger
players
I’ve talked with
(born on or after
have said it’s the
Jan. 1, 1984) and
highlight
of
will be used to
their coaching
select finalists for
Photo courtesy of taylor.edu careers. In the
the 2005 USA
trenches, guys
Basketball
U21
who have coached for awhile,
World Championship Team.
The Trials session will be have a real interest in USA
held on Thursday, July 21 - 23 Basketball and our team’s sucin Dallas. The U.S. squad will cess in international competithen compete in the July 26-30 tion. Whatever little part I get
Global Games at the Dr. Pepper to play in it, I’m tickled to
Star Center in Frisco, Texas, death with it.”
During the past 26 seasons
near Dallas. The eventual 12member USA team will be Patterson has shaped the Taylor
announced during the training Trojans into a perennial power
in the Mid-Central Conference
camp.

and is on the cusp of breaking
the 600-win barrier with Taylor
as his overall record there
stands at 594-264 (.692 winning percentage).
This past season the Trojans
went 23-10, were co-regular
season champions in the MCC,
won
the
2005
MCC
Tournament, advanced to the
NAIA Tournament for the 13th
time since Patterson arrived,
and finished the year ranked
No. 16 in the country.
Patterson has won twelve
Coach of the Year titles including NAIA National Coach of
the Year in 1991 when the
Trojans reached the Final Four.
Taylor Athletic Director
David Bireline was also proud
of Patterson’s selection, “This
is a great honor for Paul. He is
well-known throughout the
coaching community and this is
an indication of how highly he
is respected by his peers.”
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Men’s basketball coach Paul Patterson was selected to serve as a court
coach at the 2005 USA Basketball Men’s U-21 National Team Trials
alongside head coach Phil Martelli of St. Joseph’s University.

And the award goes to...
Sports editor Justin Potts names his 2004-05 Trojan sports awards

TEAM

MALE ATHLETE

Men’s Track

Ryan ott

Andy howard

The men’s track team captured its 11th consecutive Mid-Central Conference title this
spring and placed seven athletes on the AllConference teams; Brian Jackson, DJ
Jergensen, Andy Long, Lance Vanderberg,
Richie Gibbs, Kyle Mangum and Drew
Cowan.

Ott led the Trojan football team with 108
tackles, good for second in the 17-team
Mid-States Football Association. His performance was honored by the NAIA with
his selection to the Honorable Mention AllAmerican team.

ATHLETE

PLAY

After playing Spring Arbor to a scoreless tie
in regulation of the MCC tournament opening round game, the Trojans faced a penalty
kick shootout. Each team’s first four shooters scored, but Taylor denied the Cougars’
final attempt, putting the game solely on the
shoulders of senior Andy Howard. Howard
came through to send the Trojans into the
second round.

Liz Plass

saving grace

Plass broke Rachel Haley’s career scoring
record of 2,142 points in the regular season
finale in front of her home crowd. The senior forward was named NAIA First Team
All-American and led the MCC in scoring
with 19.3 points per game.

Trailing by five with 25 seconds remaining
in a crucial MCC game against Grace,
sophomore point guard Kevin Wright took
over. Wright stole an inbounds pass and hit
two foul shots. Then after a steal and missed
three, Wright grabbed the rebound and
hoisted up a fadeaway from the corner that
found nothing but net as time ran out, sending the game into overtime. Taylor won in
double overtime and captured a share of the
regular season conference title.

of the year:

of the year:

COMEBACK PLAYER
of the year:

Mike Parsons
Senior Mike Parsons exemplified the work
ethic of the men’s basketball team battling
injury all season. After recovering from
knee surgery in the offseason,
Parsons played a vital role in the
team’s frontcourt success, averaging 10 points, six rebounds
and nearly two blocks per game.

of the year:

of the year:

CLUTCH PERFORMANCE
of the year:

RECORD-BREAKING
PERFORMANCE
of the year:

Carolyn Betteridge
Betteridge broke the school record in the
3,000-meter steeplechase at the Taylor
Invitational, then trumped that performance
by nearly four seconds in the MCC
Championships two weeks later. The junior
will compete in the NAIA Championships
in Louisville, Ky. in two weeks.

COACH

of the year:

Angie
fincannon
Volleyball coach Angie Fincannon led the Lady
Trojans to a 33-9 record and an MCC title. She
was named MCC Coach of the Year for the
fifth time and brought her career win total to
496. Following the season,
Fincannon announced her resignation to take over
the
department
head position of
PHP and work
with Taylor’s
Center
for
Te a c h i n g
Excellence.
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